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• Don’t revise until you are happy with your draft.  Read it through to make sure
your topic fits the assignment, and your main ideas can be supported.  You
should have a beginning (introduction paragraph) and a middle (body
paragraphs) and an end (conclusion paragraph).  If you are in doubt about
your draft fulfilling the assignment, check with your teacher for feedback.

• When you are confident that your content is on target, begin to revise.  Keep
in mind that revision is re-vision!  As you drafted your paper, you were
probably writing for yourself.  Now as you revise, try to “see” your paper
through the eyes of your readers.  Is the paper well-organized?  Is it well-
supported?  Is it convincing?  Is it interesting?

• Begin with the body paragraphs.  Does each begin with a clear topic
sentence to let readers know what issue you are tackling?  Topic
sentences can be fairly short.  Let the reader focus on the issue before
moving into the support.

• Consider the supporting detail in each body paragraph.  Have you provided
facts, reasons, details, examples or anecdotes to make sure each issue is
clear to readers?  Don’t just tell readers; show them.  Be generous.

• Have you used effective transition words to move from body paragraph to
body paragraph? From issue to issue?  From sentence to sentence?  Find
the list of transition words in your text or on the internet: use them!

• In the margin of your paper, identify or gloss the main idea covered in each
body paragraph.  Then check the thesis statement in the introduction to
see if it matches the order and focus of your main ideas.  Be sure the
issues are presented in the same order in both the thesis statement and
the body paragraphs; don’t confuse readers with two different plans.

• Read through your introduction paragraph.  Do you “hook” readers with an
engaging first sentence? If needed, do you provide context or background
for your thesis?  Is the thesis statement crystal clear?

• Next, read through your conclusion paragraph.  Have you done more than
just re-state your thesis?  The conclusion is often what readers best
remember.  Will readers understand why you wrote this paper?  Have you
explained the significance or relevance of the issue? Have you asked your
readers to act, if appropriate?  Have you ended in a satisfying and
memorable way?

• Finally, check your title.  Your goal is to be clear, concise, and, if possible,
maybe even clever.  Readers should know what the paper is about from
your title, your first chance to engage their interest.

• Feedback is useful.  Work with a friend, a peer, your teacher or a writing
tutor to revise your paper.  Here is a link to the NH Writing Center website
and its tutors: http://nhwriting.lonestar.edu

• When you have revised your paper, allow enough time to do a careful
proofreading of your paper before you turn it in.


