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Worried about the GPE?

What is the GPE?
At North Harris College, English 1301 requires students to pass the Grammar
Proficiency Exam (GPE) in order to pass the class.   You can take the GPE up to three
times; a passing score is 26 out of 50 possible points.

How can I prepare for it?
• Ask your English instructor how much grammar will be reviewed in class.  Be sure to

take advantage of all the support your teacher builds into the course!

• Study your textbook.  Use the index to find the grammar skills that you are worried
about, and read through these sections.  Your textbook will give you a quick
overview of each skill plus some practice exercises.

• Use the NHC Writing Center: http://nhcwriting.nhmccd.edu.  Now look for these two
links under Help for Writers:

NHC Grammar Proficiency Study Packet (Editing Skills)
Each topic begins with a short explanation followed by a practice exercise.  Study the
explanations first and then do the exercises.  You can check your work with the
answer key online.  Here are the skills covered:

Sentence Patterns (simple, compound, complex)
Sentence Structure (fragments, run-ons, comma splices)

Semicolons and Commas
Subject-Verb Agreement

Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement
Parallel Structure

Misplaced Modifiers
Shifts in Tense, Voice, Mood, Person and Number

Commas
Apostrophes

Quotation Marks
Question Marks
Capital Letters

NHC Grammar Proficiency Exam (Study Version—Form Z)
The Study Version is a sample test similar to the GPE.  Notice that the exam has six
sections.  Some sections will be more familiar to you than others.  Do the sections
you can do best on first.  (Remember: 26 points is the passing score!)

• Still worried?  When you know which areas of the exam are problems for you, come
to the Writing Center (A200) to talk to a writing tutor.  Bring your practice exam and
your textbook with you.  Call the Main Desk (281.618.5445) to make an appointment
or just walk in to see when the next tutor is available.

• Tip: The GPE Study Packet (38 pages) and Practice Exam (11 pages) are
both available on the Writing Center website if you want to print them out.  If
print cost is an issue, you can buy both of these packaged in one booklet for
about $3.00 in the NHC Book Store.


